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It’s the summer ofIt’s the summer of  1986,1986, and Yasha Reznik doesn’t 
care about his parents’ “American Dream.” Just because they wanted to move to 
the suburbs of New Jersey, doesn’t mean that he wanted to. Yasha’s dream is to 
make it through his bar mitzvah, watch the New York Mets go all the way this 
year, and fit in at his new school.

But fitting in when he’s from one of only two Russian families in town may be 
harder than he thinks. Even ditching his Russian name, in favor of the more 
American Jake, doesn’t seem to help. The only person who seems to really get 
him is Bernie, his elderly pal from the senior citizens home where Yasha is 
doing community service for his bar mitzvah project.

Then Bernie says his dream is also to see the Mets make it to the 
World Series. And Yasha may not know his Torah portion yet, 
or why he feels alone even with his new “friends,” but he does 
know one thing: somehow, someway, he’s going to get 
those tickets.

 

MARGARET GUREVICH MARGARET GUREVICH is a middle-
school teacher and the author of many books for tweens. 
Her most recent, Ain’t It Funny, focuses on children’s mental 
health, a topic she’s passionate about. Like Yasha, Margaret 
arrived as a refugee from the former Soviet Union and, as 
a kid, struggled with fitting into 1980s America. Also, like 
Yasha, she’s found space for both PB&J and caviar in her life. 
When not writing or teaching, she loves exercising, trying out 
new recipes, and spending loads of time with her family.
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