
JOSÉ ALFARO is a cocky, rambunctious teen in the 16th-century 
colony of Santo Domingo, pulling pranks and dodging the 
authorities. One day, José’s mischief lands him in serious trouble.

Hoping for a fresh start, he stows away on the Laqish, not 
knowing that it’s a pirate ship. From his hiding place, he watches 
the pirates divide their loot and plan their attacks on long days at 
sea. He also takes note of the respect they have for their captain, 
the intimidating Toledano.

But the captain has a secret—like José, he is a Jew. For him, 
piracy is not about the gold; it has a different purpose.

Under the tutelage of the ship’s quartermaster, José learns the 
intricacies of pirate life. But when he can, the captain finds ways 
to pull José away from the crew, to teach him about his ancestors.

José finds his community. His place. His voice. His purpose.

This is a pirate story, but also a story of survival—a story of a 
young man’s deep need to know who he is, where he comes from, 
and where he’s going.
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Adir, Ilana, and Margalit—this book is for you.  
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WHAT  
DOES HE 
KNOW?

1547

STOP!

THIEF!

I WORKED FOR YOU!  
YOU OWE ME!

YOU’RE JUST  
A KID! I PAID  
YOU A KID’S 

WAGES --

RRAWRK?!

I’M NOT JUST  
A KID!

YOU’RE NOT  
A THIEF?  

YOU’RE NOT  
A KID?

YOU’RE  
AN OVER-

EDUCATED 
FREAK!

SO WHAT  
ARE YOU?

THAT'S 
WHAT!

I'M NOT A THIEF!

-- OOF!
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HE’S JUST 
JEALOUS.

BECAUSE  
HE DOESN’T 
SPEAK FIVE 
LANGUAGES.

AND BECAUSE  
HE NEEDS  
TO HIRE A 

FOURTEEN– 
YEAR–OLD TO 

WRITE HIS 
LETTERS.

. . . RAN THAT WAY!

HE’S JUST 
JEALOUS . . .

YOU ARE 
LATE!

PAPA!

NEXT TIME YOU ARE  
LATE FOR YOUR LESSONS,  
YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED  

TO GO TO THE DOCKS  
FOR A WEEK!

IT’S NOT FAIR, PAPA!

WHAT’S NOT 
FAIR?

I HAVE  
LESSONS ALL  

THE TIME! 

THE OTHER
KIDS DON’T HAVE
NEARLY AS MUCH!

AH! THERE 
IT IS.

NO ONE LIKES THAT I’M  
SMART! THAT MERCHANT --  

HE CALLED ME AN OVER-
EDUCATED FREAK!

ARE YOU EVEN  
LISTENING TO ME?

I AM YOUR 
FATHER.

YOU SHOULD  
BE LISTENING  

TO ME.
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READ. THE 
SECOND 
VERSE.

SANCTI ESTOTE QUIA EGO 
SANCTUS SUM DOMINUS 

DEUS VESTER*
BUT . . . BUT I  

DON’T WANT TO  
BE DIFFERENT! 

I WANT  
TO BE LIKE 

EVERYONE ELSE!

I DON’T
WANT TO.

*YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I,  
THE LORD YOUR GOD, AM HOLY.

TRANSLATE: SANCTUS!

SANCTUS --
IT IS TIME.

HM.

UH . . . 
PAPA?

SANTO --

I . . . I DON’T KNOW.

SEÑOR ALFARO!

HOLY.

GOOD. YOU REMEMBER 
SOME THINGS.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?  
TO BE HOLY?

I HATE THAT  
I KNOW ALL THAT!

MY BOY,  
TO BE HOLY . . . 

IS TO BE 
DIFFERENT.

NONE OF  
THE OTHER  
KIDS KNOW  
SO MUCH!

IT IS TIME THAT  
YOU LEARN WHAT  
IT REALLY MEANS  

TO BE HOLY.

NO ONE  
MUST KNOW  

OF THIS!
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FERDINAND! AN UNEXPECTED 
SURPRISE! PLEASE, COME IN.

SHE MET PIRATES ON 
THE WAY TO MEXICO! 
THEY HAVE TO STOP  
HERE FOR REPAIRS!

IT’S THE 
SANTA CLARA!

SPEAK IN THEIR 
LANGUAGE, THE 
ARAWAK WORDS  
THAT I TAUGHT  

YOU. 

IF YOU DO THIS,  
MY BOY, YOU WILL  

RAISE OUR ESTEEM IN  
THE GOVERNOR’S  

EYES.

THEY MUST AGREE TO  
SELL US THEIR LAND,  
OR THE SETTLERS  

WILL HAVE NOWHERE 
 TO LIVE!

GO TO THE TAINO,  
SPEAK WITH THEIR  

CACICA .

AND SETTLERS. 
TWENTY FAMILIES.

WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING HERE?

AND NO ONE CALLS
THE HERO A FREAK!

TONS OF DRY 
GOODS FROM 

IBERIA.

YOU WILL BE  
A HERO OF THE 

COLONY.

JOSÉ! IT’S TIME  
TO PUT YOUR  

TRAINING TO USE!

THEY HAD A ROUGH 
JOURNEY -- THEY’LL 

WANT TO STAY IN  
SANTO DOMINGO.

TO WHAT DO WE 
OWE THE --

NO, SEÑOR, TOO 
MUCH TO DO.

IS SHE  
FULLY LADEN?

TWENTY FAMILIES! 
THERE IS NO ROOM!

JOSÉ!
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ROSA! I COULD ASK  
YOU THE SAME THING!

HE STILL 
DOESN’T  
LIKE ME?

I TAKE IT BACK --  
YOU SHOULD JOIN THE 

PIRATES, NOT THE NAVY!

I WAS JUST SPEAKING WITH  
THE CACICA . SHE GAVE ME  

SOME HERBS THAT CAN  
CURE A FEVER.

THAT REMINDS 
ME! I’VE GOT 
SOMETHING  

FOR YOU!

IT MUST HAVE BEEN  
SO EXCITING! I BET  

THE PIRATE SHIP GOT 
BLOWN TO PIECES!

SOMETIMES, I THINK THE  
CACICA CAN CURE ANYTHING  

WITH THE RIGHT PLANTS.  
I COME HERE A LOT  

TO LEARN FROM HER.

WHY 
DOESN’T 
ANYBODY 
LIKE ME?

SOME  
PEOPLE DO  
LIKE YOU.

I’M CONCLUDING A LAND DEAL FOR MY  
FATHER! I’M GOING TO MAKE THE TAINO MOVE 

INLAND TO MAKE ROOM FOR THE  
NEW SETTLERS.

IF YOU THINK THAT’S 
EXCITING, YOU SHOULD 

LEAVE THE COLONY,  
BECOME A SAILOR FOR  

THE SPANISH NAVY.

TEE-HEE!

YOU KNOW  
HOW HE IS . . .

STOP TRYING TO  
PROVE YOURSELF.

DON’T PUSH THEM 
TOO FAR AWAY.

PIRATES!  
CAN YOU IMAGINE!

IT’S LOVELY, JOSÉ.  
I’LL HIDE IT SO MY  

FATHER WON’T FIND IT.

IT LOOKED NICER BEFORE 
I SQUISHED IT.

DID YOU HEAR ABOUT 
THE SANTA CLARA? 

ATTACKED BY PIRATES!

PAPA SAID IF I  
HELP THE COLONY . . .

WHY DOES IT FEEL LIKE  
I CAN’T DO ANYTHING 
RIGHT? I KEEP TRYING  

TO FIT IN, BUT NOTHING 
WORKS!

I KNOW! I SAW THE SHIP  
FROM MY HOUSE -- THE  
SAILS WERE SHREDDED.

I LIKE YOU.

ROSA!

BUT I’M GOING TO BE IMPORTANT HERE.

THAT’S TERRIBLE!
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