Friends. Bullies.

MIDDLE SCROOL

Anthony is TPEW™. Ledh is a shy nerd.
What could they have in common?

A \ot, ds it turns out!

Then one ddy they witness Anthony’s teammates bu\\ying a sixth
3rdcler. What l'\dﬂaens next could cement their new frienc‘ski‘:—or

blow it up forever.
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ROLOGLE
ANTHONY

Ve never been what you'd call an open book.

Not fo sdy I don't have feelings or anything. T do. T just hide
em well. My best friend, Tyler, once made a chart Jocumen’ﬁn\g

all my moods.



] The Cirmef‘> moods of Am%omj,‘.

scared wndifferent

confused \'\ungmé, enrageoq asleep

When T saw if; T laughed.
But T didn't actually think it was funny. It kinda made me feel
like o robot or something. Which sounds cool in theory but not

in Frdd’ice.

1t also had me WOnclering if that's how other people see me,
not just Tyler. But eventually T shrugged it of f. T mean, it was d
Joke. 1 wds mdkin3 oo |:>|3 d dedl of it, riSH'?
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oV’ o 7
Q swirling thoughts

inside

... why do I sfill think about it?



ANTHONT

Oh maaaan.

Um staring down at my Landuade Aurts paper. And not liking
what T see.

6. |&See me atter
s class”

(no+ the greaJres‘l'
start +o the
weekend )

1 don't know what went wrong. T thought T had this in the
bdg. The fopic wdis cool, too:



Write about a time when
someone helped you with,
something. that you were.

Sfrug?/ing/ with.
What was the hardest part
of {he experience ™

So I wrote about last year when Tyler's older brother, Zach,
Ine\Fed me with my \dyUPS.




The bell rings. T get up and walk over fo Mrs. Winn's desk while
everyone else files ouf. T'm jedlous. It's Friddy and T wanna get
home asdp. Mdlik waves to me from the door and filts his head.
That’s his signdl for “See you fomorrow?”. We practice dat the ¥
most Saturday afternoons.

Mrs. Winn doesn’t look stern. In fact, she smiles at me. She's
my nicest teacher. I wish T were better df her class.

ﬁ An+hony.
Nour paper.

I nod. I should be more concerned, but T redlly just wannd

get out of there.




The reason you gof a D:
Any guesses?

1 shake my head.

Well, the subject

you chose was fine.

But you only skimmed

the surface. Writing Two
pages about the specifics of
a layup isnt digging deep.

1 don't say anything. T mean, I wrote every defdiled step on
the precisions of that shot. what more does she want?

And, un{:or‘\'unaJre\y, you had
a lot of grammatical errors.
Almost like you didn’t check

Okay. T don't deny that.



T know what vouve
accomplished over the
years. You're too smart

fo let your 3rade slip.

]—‘F YOU l'ewl’H’e )/our
paper over +the weekend>
T'll give you extra credit,

which will boost your overall
grade. What do you say 2/

1 think dbout it.




That's okay,
Mrs. W.

1% 7N

Tl Yake
+he D.

She looks surprised.

Truth is, T have a lof going on this weekend. T have a big game
next week, and I wanna getinas much practice ds Possib\e. I dlso
have science and math tests on Monday and Tuesddy, and 1'd
rather focus on those.

Yedh, T've had my issues and worked through them. But now
T've gotta be choosy. English isn't that big a dedl fo me. T'm not
dgredt at it, but T am at STEM. T follow my strengths.

Mrs. W shakes her head as T head out. I try not to feel too

sui\’(y.




Tyler joins me in the hall as we walk to our buses. We dlways

meet up dfter e@kfk period.

T'm sill coming
over later,

Yu p- Don't be

late for your

Tyler's s\eepins over Tonislr\t we're donnd have d Super Smadsh
Bros. mdrdthon.

(A)hy'd you
D have to sta
late atter
class,
anyway?

T go’ra D
\ on my essay.
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